
The largest Fixed-Base Operator in the Caribbean was officially opened on October 7th at 

the Cyril E. King Airport on St. Thomas at a ribbon cutting ceremony hosted by Standard 

Aviation.  In partnership with the Virgin Islands Port Authority, Standard Aviation opened 

doors to a state-of-the-art facility in July 2020. Including a 26,000 square foot hangar, 

luxurious lobby, and crew amenities, it sets a new standard for private aviation in the 

region. Within the spacious hangar, doors open to a maximum width of 240 feet and 

accommodate aircraft heights up to 28 feet. Created with pilots in-mind, an inviting crew 

rest area and well-appointed flight planning room await their arrival. A full kitchen and 

helpful amenities like laundry machines and a dishwasher are available for the facility’s 

clients.  More online: sttfbo.com. 
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VIPA NOW HAS A FULL NINE MEMBER BOARD 

Lionel S. Jacobs was confirmed as the ninth member of the Virgin Islands Port 

Authority’s Board of Governors in September. Jacobs is an architect and construction 

consultant.  He will serve on the Board as a private citizen for the St. Croix district. 

VIPA Executive Director Carlton Dowe thanked Governor Albert Bryan Jr. and the 

33rd Legislature for their fast action to fill VIPA’s Board vacancies.  In March 2020, 

the Legislature confirmed the Governor’s nomination of retired educator and culture 

bearer, Willard John of St. Croix, and former senator and police chief, Celestino A. 

White Sr. of St. Thomas to fill two other vacancies on the Board.  VIPA now has a full 

nine-member board for the first time since 2017.  

Other VIPA Board members include Chairperson Leona Smith of St. John; Public 

Works Commissioner Nelson Petty Jr. who is the Vice Chairman; Economic 

Development Authority Board Chairman Kevin Rodriquez who is VIPA’s board 

secretary; Tourism Commissioner Joseph Boschulte, USVI Attorney General Denise 

George, and local businessman Lee Steiner of St. Thomas. 

$21.9 MILLION GRANT FOR CROWN BAY CARGO PORT 

The U.S. Department of Commerce has invested $21.9 million in the Virgin Islands 

Port Authority, St. Thomas, United States Virgin Islands, to rebuild and expand cargo 

handling and storage infrastructure at the 40-year old Crown Bay Cargo Port. The 

grant will fund expansion and improvements to the port to support increased exports 

and imports and enhance local economic resiliency. The grant will be matched with 

$6.1 million in local funds and is expected to create 125 jobs, retain 50 jobs, and 

generate $6.1 million in private investment.  
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HERA TERMINAL 
UPGRADES 

Ceremony on Oct. 29 Will 
Commemorate Phase One 

of the $7 Million HERA 
Terminal Expansion Project  

The Virgin Islands Port Authority will host a ceremony on October 29 to mark the start 

of the long-awaited Henry E. Rohlsen Airport Terminal Modernization and Upgrade 

Project – Phase One.  This project will allow the territory to maximize the 10,000-foot 

runway at the Rohlsen Airport and provide modern amenities for travelers.   

The improvements to the terminal will be completed in four phases over a six-year 

period. Phase One entails enclosing 5,500 square feet of walkway space to increase the 

seating capacity in the lounge; refurbishing the passenger lounge and restrooms; 

creating additional concessions space; and upgrading the mechanical systems for the 

new air-conditioned area.   

This first phase is estimated to cost $7 million and was funded via a grant from the U.S. 

Department of Commerce - Economic Development Administration in 2019, with VIPA 

providing a matching fund of $1.6 million. The construction is expected to take 12 to 18 

months to complete.  J. Benton Construction LLC has been selected as the project 

contractor via a competitive bidding process.  More online: www.viport.com/

herastx. 

http://www.viport.com/herastx
http://www.viport.com/herastx
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CARES ACT GRANT FOR 
AIRPORT OPERATIONS 

The Federal Aviation Administration 
awarded the U.S. Virgin Islands $38.9 
million to maintain the Territory’s airport 
as part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act federal 
stimulus bill.  Of the allotment, $21.5 
million is earmarked for Cyril King 
Airport on St. Thomas and $17.4 million 
is for Henry Rohlsen Airport on St. Croix.   

The federal funds are available to keep 
airports in reliable, safe operation to 
serve the aviation industry, the travelling 
public, and support the economy.  The 
funds can also be used to keep airport and 
aviation workers employed and keep 
airport credit ratings stable.  The grant 
cannot be used for any purpose not 
approved by the FAA, and cannot be used 
to fund VIPA’s marine division 
operations. 

VIPA BOARD APPROVES  
$150.4 MILLION BUDGET 

The VIPA Board of Governors approved a 

$150.4 million budget for FY 2021, which 

began October 1, 2020. The budget is a 

2% decrease over the FY 2020 budget, a 

4% decrease excluding depreciation.  

 

The budget, which includes depreciation 

of $19.1 million, is broken down as 

follows:  

 

• $55 million in operating expenses; 

• $4.5 million for debt services; and 

• $90.9 million for projected capital 

expenditures.  

 

The budget includes personnel costs of 

$15.8 million, fringe benefits totaling 

$9.7 million and utility costs of $5.7 

million. 

NEW USVI COVID-19  
TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS 

 Effective September 8, 2020, every 
person (locals and visitors) over age 15 
who enters the U.S. Virgin Islands is 
required to present a negative COVID-
19 test taken five days prior to travel 
to the USVI. 

 Those without a test must self-
quarantine for a period of 14 days or 
until they can present a negative test 
to the USVI Department of Health 
regulation. Self-quarantine time may 
be reduced if a negative test result is 
presented after arrival. 

 All travelers over the age of five are 
required to fill out a Travelers Health 
Form.  Travelers may visit the  USVI 
Department of Tourism’s  
usviupdate.com/travelportal to 
submit their information online 
before they travel. 

SELF INSURANCE 
LEGISLATION APPROVED 

Governor Albert Bryan Jr. signed Bill No. 
33-0420 into law in October. The Bill 
sponsored by Senator Kurt Vialet amends 
Title 29, Chapter 10 Section 543 of the 
V.I. Code and will authorize the Virgin 
Islands Port Authority to establish its own 
self-insurance or captive insurance 
program to cover and manage certain 
risks.   

This legislation will help VIPA recognize a 
potential savings of more than $500,000 
per year in premiums. The allocated 
claims reserves that build up in these 
insurance funds will be used to capitalize 
on future risk mitigation expenses and 
activities within the Authority that 
currently go underfunded or without 
funding at all. 

http://www.usviupdate.com/travelportal
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RESTROOM 

UPGRADES 

VIPA is completing 

renovations of the 

restrooms at its 

airports.  Marine 

terminal restrooms 

are next on the 

agenda for repairs. 
New HERA Terminal Gate 1  

Commuter Terminal Restroom 

New CEKA Terminal  

Ticketing Area Restroom 

The Virgin Islands Port Authority (VIPA) has been awarded an $8,859,506 Airport 

Improvement Program grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) 

via the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). The grant provides $4,711,111 to 

fund the construction phase to rehabilitate 5,305 square yards of failing 

pavement at the Cyril E. King Airport on St. Thomas. The grant will also fund the 

design of Phase Two, which will encompass the reconstruction of an additional 

11,000 square yards of faulty pavement at CEKA.  The Henry E. Rohlsen Airport 

has received $4,148,395 to reconstruct and repair the lighting system at the 

airport’s runway and Taxiway A, a new airfield electrical vault will be built and 

will include an emergency generator as well as a home run electrical system.  

VIPA is normally required to provide a ten percent match for each project per 

Airport Improvement Program grant guidelines.  However, the 10 percent match is 

covered by the FAA according to the terms of the CARES Act.  Therefore, the 

projects under this grant are 100 percent funded by the USDOT.  

$8.9 MILLION AIRPORT GRANTS 

LEPC GRANT FOR VIPA POLICE 

VIPA’s Police Division has received a 

$153,000 grant from the Law Enforcement 

Planning Commission.  VIPA will use the 

funds to purchase body cameras, hand held 

metal detectors, surveillance cameras and 

wheel lock equipment for the St. Thomas/ 

St. John and St. Croix VIPA Police Divisions. 
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NEW GORDON A. FINCH TERMINAL ABOUT 35% COMPLETED 

A new cargo terminal and improved dock is 

under construction at the Gordon A. Finch 

Molasses Pier. All cargo operations will move 

from Gallows Bay to the Molasses Pier once 

this project is completed. 

This $24 million project is funded in part via 

a $10.6 million BUILD  Grant  (Better  

Utilizing  Investments  to  Leverage 

Development  Grant) from the U.S. 

Department of Transportation Maritime 

Administration (formerly  the  Transportation 

Investment Generating Economic Recovery 

Grant).  Matching funds were appropriated by 

the Legislature of the U.S. Virgin Islands.  AT 

Construction LLC is the project contractor. 

VIPA hosted a groundbreaking 

ceremony on July 21, 2020 to 

commemorate the construction 

of a new cargo facility at the 

Gordon A. Finch Molasses Pier. 

LEGISLATION WILL HELP FUND ST. JOHN DOCK UPGRADES 

Senator Donna Frett-Gregory has sponsored legislation that will assist the Port 

Authority with major upgrades planned for the Loredon Lorence Boynes Sr. Dock in 

Cruz Bay, St. John.  Bill No. 33-0362 will appropriate $900,000 from the St. John 

Capital Improvement Fund to the Virgin Islands Port Authority for improvements to 

the Boynes Dock.  VIPA will repair the dock and the roof at the facility, add a canopy to 

protect passengers from the elements while disembarking, build a new restroom and 

improve the lighting. 
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EMPLOYEE NEWS 
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Established on Feb. 11, 1969, the Virgin Islands Port  Authority (VIPA) is an 

autonomous agency that owns and manages the two airports and the majority of 

the public seaports in the United States Virgin Islands.  VIPA is also charged with 

controlling the harbors in the territory.  The Port Authority is an integral segment of 

the USVI economy by providing ports of transportation and commerce.  The Board 

of Governors are committed to maintaining and developing the airports and 

seaports of the territory to accommodate the current and future needs of travelers.  

VIPA is self-supporting and receives no tax revenues from the USVI government. 

REDESIGNED  VIPA WEBSITE 
MORE USER FRIENDLY 

VIPA’s official website www.viport.com has 

been completely redesigned to make finding 

information about the Port Authority, its facilities 

and services much easier.  The site is now 

optimized for viewing on mobile devices and 

includes accessibility features.  The new website 

also includes a special section for travel alerts 

and updates, including the latest changes in 

travel to the USVI during the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

COMING SOON 

Charge While You Wait 
New airport seating has been installed at both 

airports.  VIPA is currently installing electrical 

ports and charging stations to make it easier for 

travelers to re-up their mobile devices while 

waiting for their flights.  


